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MEMORIAM: 
SARAH ORNE JEWETT 


mortal span Theodora Sarah Orne Jewett came full 

cycle fifty years ago. Born South Berwick, Maine, 
September 1849, she died South Berwick June 24, 
1909. But, essence, her life ended some seven years previous- 
ly—on the ineluctable afternoon that marked her fifty-third 
birthday. precipitous sideways motion the horse she was 
driving uphill propelled her headfirst the ground. For the 
remainder her days physical activity was severely curtailed 
and literary production came abrasive halt. Though she 


tried courageously, she wrote nothing consequence after 
1902. 


Reams have been written tribute her depth percep- 
tion, her classic lucency, her temperate humor and unassuming 
humanity. recently last spring, her magnum opus was 
presented national television network, aptly prefaced 
Willa Cather’s passionate statement that the “three American 
books which have the possibility long, long are The 
Scarlet Letter, Huckleberry Finn, and The Country the 
Pointed Firs. 


That she was the finest transcriber Maine scene and char- 
acter universally acknowledged. What tends get lost 
this omnibus appraisal, however, that Miss Jewett was equally 
efficacious matters beyond the borders her beloved prov- 
ince. was Whittier who shrewdly observed that her lit- 
erary depictions “Sarah much home Ireland and 
the Caroline Sea Islands Maine Massachusetts.” 

Maine has changed perceptibly since Miss Jewett’s heyday. 
The commerce and industry which she abhorred have virtually 
supplanted the less hectic way life she preferred. But oc- 
casionally the inviolate hinterlands one catches fleeting 
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glimpses the farmscapes and homely prototypes she art- 
fully and viably transposed paper. with the First Citi- 
zeness South Berwick: the evanescent flesh remote now, 
but the inextinguishable spirit lives on. 


THE LETTERS SARAH ORNE JEWETT 


JOHN ELDRIDGE FROST 


ever-growing volume Miss Jewett’s letters print has 

made desirable survey both those which have been 
printed and those manuscript form libraries. 
neither possible nor desirable list those owned individuals 
for this would constitute invasion the collector’s privacy 
or, worse still, breach manners toward Miss Jewett’s 
friends and their heirs. interesting note that plans have 
already been made for the eventual disposal libraries all 
letters privately owned that have viewed. 


Miss Jewett was warm, vivid, stimulating person whose 
genius often flowed into her correspondence. astonishingly 
large amount was saved those who knew her. She was 
avid correspondent who frequently devoted entire 
ing the writing letters. When she was twenty-three she 
kept for year list names and dates all correspondents, 
both letters sent and received. The list several hundred let- 
ters now owned the Houghton Library. important 
recall that this list was compiled before Miss Jewett had be- 
come well-known author written book. Her correspond- 
ence increased with her fame. 


the will Sarah Orne Jewett, signed 1897 and pro- 
bated the fall 1909, her sister Mary Rice Jewett and her 
friend Annie Adams Fields were given full authority deter- 
mine what unprinted papers, unpublished manuscripts, and 
“more especially any letters whosoever hands they 
may be” should allowed publication. accordance with 
these directions two years after Miss Jewett’s death, Annie 
Fields selected from the letters written Sarah’s family and 
friends those which seemed possess the most interest, and 
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the volume was issued Houghton Mifflin Company, Sarah 
Jewett’s publisher. One hundred forty-four letters were repro- 
duced part, and this collection for years served the chief 
biographical source the writer. 

Unfortunately, this very readable collection has its limita- 
tions. 1905 the private publication the letters promi- 
nent Boston woman had aroused considerable controversy 
whether letters should published full, whether they 
should appear devoid their more personal aspects. Two years 
later, when the letters Sarah Wyman Whitman appeared, 
Sarah Jewett felt necessary use phrase her editorial 
note: “If the veil privacy seems unduly 
most persons the veil privacy seemed hardly have been 
lifted all, and many complained that the excerpts were 
brief and bowdlerized that the essential personality that 
should have infused them had been shorn away. Yet, when 
Annie Fields edited Sarah Jewett’s letters, the memory the 
six-year-old controversy was sufficiently strong that single 
letter appeared full. 


The letters used Annie Fields were returned their 
owners, and perhaps more than half can located today. 
large number those found are the Houghton Library. 
comparison the original letters with those the book 
reveals that letters different dates have been joined, and dates 
have been assigned which are best occasionally doubtful and 
sometimes distinct The elimination much that was 
personal seemed desirable 1911, but less today. The 
collection extremely readable, and hoped that 
eventually may have edition containing many these 
letters their entirety. 

the will Dr. Theodore Jewett Eastman (Sarah’s 
nephew), signed 1925 and probated 1926, the personal 
papers and family correspondence the Jewetts were disposed 
of. Correspondence which seemed closely related Miss 
Jewett’s work eventually found home the Houghton Li- 
brary Harvard University while the bulk that remained was 
housed the library the Society for the Preservation 
New England Antiquities. this way two the three largest 


pp. 161 and 162, for instance, letters dated 1899 should read 1896. 
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Jewett collections were formed. The third Colby College was 
established largely through the efforts Professor Carl 
Weber, his wife Clara Carter Weber, and Professor Richard 
Cary, all Waterville, Maine. 

Colby College has rendered distinguished service scholar- 
ship making available print its entire collection Jewett 
correspondence. 1947 the Colby College Press published 
two hundred and twenty-five copies volume Jewett let- 
ters owned their school, with editorial notes Professor 
Weber. This volume, printed the Anthoensen Press, was 
chosen the American Institute Graphic Arts one 
the Fifty Books the Year, and went out print almost over- 
night. 1956 the school published much larger volume 
Jewett letters, this time edited Professor Richard Cary 
Colby, and now also out print. High standards scholar- 
ship have been maintained both Colby’s editions the 
Jewett letters, and the footnotes are especially praiseworthy. 
Additional Jewett letters are included the CoLBy LIBRARY 
QUARTERLY they are acquired the college. 


The comprehensiveness the following checklist letters 
written Miss Jewett now institutional libraries was greatly 
enhanced through the kindness Professor Joseph Jones 
the University Texas who made available the compiler 
supplementary list institutions which had reported owner- 
ship correspondence. The name the institution, its loca- 
tion, total number letters owned, persons addressed and 
letters each, are listed. Collections published 


letters with their contents and letters periodical articles are 
first noted. 


PUBLISHED LETTERS 


Jewett, Sarah Orne. Letters Sarah Orne Jewett; edited 
Annie Fields. Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1911. 


144 letters: Mary Elizabeth Woodman Aldrich (1), 
Thomas Bailey Aldrich (3), the two latter (1), Willa Cather 
(3), Ellen Chase (4), David Douglas (4), Louisa Dressel 
(2), Annie Adams Fields (62), Alice Greenwood Howe (4), 
Miss Huntington (1), Rose Lamb (2), Louisa Lor- 
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ing (1), Elizabeth McCracken (2), Alice Meynell (1), Fran- 
ces Rollins Morse (1), Sara Norton (21), Frances Parker 
Parkman (3), Harriet Prescott Spofford (2), Charles Miner 
Thompson (1), Dorothy Ward (2), Mary Augusta Arnold 
Ward (2), the latter and Dorothy Ward (1), Sarah Cabot 
Wheelwright (3), Sarah Wyman Whitman (15), George 
Woodberry (2). 

Jewett, Sarah Orne. Letters Sarah Orne Jewett now the 

Colby College Library; with explanatory notes Carl Weber. 

Waterville, Colby College Press, 1947. 


letters, reprinted the next, and larger, collection. 


Jewett, Sarah Orne. Letters; edited with introduction and 
notes Richard Cary. Waterville, Colby College Press, 1956. 


letters: Lyman Abbott (1), Henry Mills Alden (3), 
Walter Benjamin (1), Agnes Bartlett Brown (1), 
Appleton Brown (1), Fred Holland Day (1), Dana Estes 
(3), Mary Lanman Ferris (1), Andress Floyd (2), Wen- 
dell Garrison (2), Henry Green (7), Ida Agassiz Hig- 
ginson (1), Sara Holland (1), Louis Holman (1), 
Frederick Hopkins (4), Alice Greenwood Howe (1), 
Mr. Jamieson (1), Katharine McMahon Johnson (1), Robert 
Underwood Johnson (6), Alfred Keet (2), Edwin 
Morse (1), Mary Mulholland (1), Sara Norton (1), 
James Osgood (1), Violet Paget (3), Andrew Preston 
Peabody (2), Lucretia Perry (1), Sarah Chandler 
Perry (1), Dr. William Perry (1), William Rideing (1), 
Annette Rogers (1), Horace Scudder (27), Hopkin- 
son Smith (4), Harriet Prescott Spofford (2), Jennie 
Starkey (1), Jessie McDermott Walcott (1), Susan Hayes 
Ward (1), William Hayes Ward (1), Sarah Wyman Whitman 
(1), Charles Wingate (1). 

Alden, Orne Jewett Mellen Chamberlain,” 

Boston Public Library Quarterly, no. (April 1957), 

6-96. 
letters Hon. Mellen Chamberlain. 

Cary, Richard. “Sarah Orne Jewett and the Rich Tradition,” 

Library Quarterly, ser. no. (November 1957), 
-217. 


letter Lucretia Fiske Perry. 
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Cary, Richard. Cousins Charles and Charlie,” 


Colby Library Quarterly, ser. no. (September 1959), 
48-58. 


letters: Charles Jervis Gilman (1), Charles Ashburton 
Gilman (1), with excerpts from others. 
Green, David Bonnell. Letters Sarah Orne Jewett,” 
Notes and Queries, n.s., no. (August 1958), 361-362. 
letters: James Ripley Osgood (1), William Hayes Ward 


Nye, George “Jewett and the Juvenile Critics,” Colby 
Library Quarterly, ser. no. (September 1959), 45-48. 
letters Samuel Thurber. 


LETTERS LIBRARIES 


Allegheny College, Meadville, Pa.: Ida Tarbell. 

American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass., 
Morse Earle (1), Thomas Wentworth Higginson (1), Susan 
Hayes Ward (1), John Greenleaf Whittier (1). 

Amherst College, Amherst, Mass.: Amy Lowell. 

Boston College, Chestnut Hill, Mass.: Patrick Foley. 

Boston Public Library, Boston, Mass., 21: Anon. (1), Ed- 
ward Bok (2), Hon. Mellen Chamberlain (15), Thomas 
Wentworth Higginson (3). 

Boston University, Boston, Mass.: Katharine and Louisa 
Loring. 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me., 17: Alice Gilman 
(7), Charles Ashburton Gilman (4), Charles Jervis Gilman 
(1), Elizabeth Jervis Gilman (2), the latter and Mary Gard- 
iner Gilman (2), William DeWitt Hyde (1). 

Chicago Historical Society, Chicago, Ill.: Mr. Squires. 

Colby College, Waterville, Me., 97: (as above), Sally 
(1), Lilla Cabot Perry (1), Mary Davenport Claflin (1). 

College the Holy Cross, Worcester, Mass.: Louise Imo- 
gen Guiney. 

Columbia University, New York City, Anon. (1), Miss 
Smith (1), Society the Philistines (1), Arthur Stedman 
(4). 
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Duke University, Durham, C.: Hon. Francis Rives Las- 
siter. 

Emory University, Atlanta, Ga.: Mary Noailles Murfree. 

Fenway Court, Boston, Mass.: Isabella Stewart Gardner. 

Harvard University (Houghton Library), Cambridge, Mass., 
479: Mrs. Fred Abbott (1), Mary Elizabeth Woodman 
Aldrich (71), Thomas Bailey Aldrich (43), the two latter 
(4), Anon. (1), Boylston Beal (1), Mabel Lowell Burnett 
(6), David Douglas (1), George Maurier (2), Annie 
Adams Fields (169), Dr. Christopher Gerrish (1), Amy 
Gordon Galt Grant (1), Anna Lyman Mason Gray (1), 
Col. Thomas Wentworth Higginson (1), Louis Holman 
(1), Houghton, Mifflin and Co. (1), Alice Howe Gibbens 
James (1), Prof. William James (2), Mary Rice Jewett (36), 
James Russell Lowell (1), Ellen Mason (1), Mr. Merriam 
(1), Dr. Weir Mitchell Thomas Mosher (1), Mr. 
Munroe (1), Nelly Nichols (1), Charles Eliot Norton (17), 
Lily Norton (1), Sara Norton (2), James Osgood (1), 
Frances Parker Parkman (15), Prof. Theophilus Parsons 
(2), Bliss Perry (8), Samuel Pickard (8), Harriet Waters 
Preston (1), Sarah Wyman Whitman (37), John Greenleaf 
Whittier (31). 
(Lamont Library). George Edward Woodberry. 

Haverford College, Haverford, Pa.: James Osgood. 


Rutherford Hayes Library, Fremont, Ohio, 23: Adams 
Davenport Claflin (3), Mary Davenport Claflin (8), Emma 
Harding Claflin Ellis (11), William Dean Howells (1). 

Sarah Orne Jewett Memorial, South Berwick, Me., Charles 
Eliot Norton (2), Sara Norton (1). 

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.: Sarah Chaun- 
cey Woolsey. 

Library Congress, Washington, C., Oliver Wendell 
Holmes (2), Louise Chandler Moulton (4). 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Memorial, Cambridge, Mass.: 
Alice Longfellow. 

Loyola University, Chicago, Hopkinson Smith. 


Maine Historical Society, Portland, Me.: Hon. 
Boothby. 


; 
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Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, Mass., Mary 
Davenport Claflin (2), Annie Adams Fields (1), Francis 
Jackson Garrison (1), Mrs. Haskins 

Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vt., Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps Ward (1), William Hayes Ward (3). 

New York Public Library, New York City, Messrs. 
Bacheller, Johnson Bacheller (1), Jeanette Leonard Gilder 
(1), Richard Watson Gilder (1), Mr. Road (1), Edmund 
Clarence Stedman (1). 


Newark Public Library, Newark, J.: Susan Lord Hayes 
Ward. 


Newberry Library, Chicago, Alice French. 

Pennsylvania Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pa., Anon. 
(1), Arthur Stedman (1), Edmund Clarence Stedman (3), 
William Hayes Ward (1). 

Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter, H.: Miss Crawford. 
Princeton University, Princeton, J., Edward Bok (1), 
Laurence Hutton (1), Hon. Thomas Brackett Reed (1). 
Radcliffe College (Women’s Archives), Cambridge, Mass.: 

Elizabeth Cary Agassiz. 

Society for the Preservation New England Antiquities, Bos- 
ton, Mass., 1026: Mary Gilman Bell (1), Caroline Jewett 
Eastman (13), Theodore Jewett Eastman (1), Caroline Per- 
Jewett Mary Rice Jewett (974), Mary Rice Jewett 
and Anon. (1), Mary Rice Jewett and Caroline Jewett East- 
man (29), Mary Rice Jewett and Theodore Jewett Eastman 
(1), Mary Rice Jewett, Theodore Jewett Eastman, and Abba 
Fiske (1). 

University California, Los Angeles, Cal.: William Smith. 


University Southern California, Los Angeles, Cal.: Ham- 
lin Garland. 


University Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.: Prof. Charles 
Kent. 


Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass., Katharine Lee Bates 
(1), Annie Adams Fields (1). 

Yale University, New Haven, Conn., Abby Alger (2), 
William Baker (1), Sarah Warner Brooks (1), Samuel 
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Adams Drake (2), Miss Macy (1), James Osgood (1), 
Sawyer (1). 


JEWETT AND THE JUVENILE CRITICS 
GEORGE NYE 


letters written Sarah Orne Jewett May 1906 came 
attention about ten years ago the high school 
Newton, Massachusetts.' them she acknowledged and com- 
mented sheaf compositions which had been sent her 
the senior English class Mr. Samuel Thurber (1879- 
1943). According Robert Boyden, member that 
year’s senior class (and now Proctor Academy, Andover, 
New Hampshire), Thurber taught English the commercial 
and general courses that time. The text used the class 
listed school files Short copies have sur- 
vived. Was the book The Queen’s Twin and Other Stories? 
The King Folly Island and Other People? may well have 
been any one half dozen kindred collections. have 
definite information, except that was very old rebound text, 
not used classes during the past fifteen years. 


Whatever the Jewett stories were that the students read, 
think can readily infer from the two letters that Thurber’s 
charges were not enthusiastic they might have been had 
they been reading, say, Have and Hold. Reading under 
compulsion limited joy best, all know, and Miss 
Jewett’s quiet delineation rural character not the type 
literary fare likely have satisfied pupils who craved more ac- 
tion and excitement. Years later, Not Under Forty (New 
York, 1936), Willa Cather could address her fiercely pro- 
Jewett remarks these same people, but while they were 
youngsters Thurber’s class was their pleasure write 
few comments which obviously distressed the gentle invalid 
South Berwick. 

other documents besides the letters have come 
light. least one letter must have been written SOJ Mr. Thurber. 
Most helpful, they could found, would the compositions themselves, 
wih Miss marginal comments. 


2No such title listed Clara and Carl Weber’s Bibliography 
the Published Writings Sarah Orne Jewett (Waterville, Maine, 1949). 
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One “young friend,” for example, complained, “There are 
great many words, but nothing seems going on.” How- 
ever, Miss Jewett’s characteristic graciousness did not fail her. 
Her reply praised the class’s “frankness.” She suggested that 
her stories, being often concerned with the type rather than 
the incident human nature must difficult for boys and 
girls like these.” The complete text her first letter follows: 


May 9th 1906 
South Berwick, Maine 


dear Mr. Thurber 


thank you for your kind and delightful letter which gives 
great pleasure, and for the criticisms the class which find very in- 
teresting indeed. There very uncommon clearness and frankness 
nearly every one them—and surprisingly little the 
with words that often, both old and young persons!—attempts 
hide lack thought. heart goes out the young friend who 
complains that “there are great many words but nothing seems 
going on” one the stories! but pleasant discover more 
praise than blame (as one should always like ‘criticism’!) 
They try find the reason why they like things and most 
genuine and sincere way. 


cannot help thinking that stories must difficult for 
girls and boys like these—they are often concerned with the type 
rather than the incident human nature. should dearly like know 
whether they would care much for story once wrote—or stories 
—about girl Leicester.” should like any rate 
send the two little books was thinking most affectionately 
wrote them some the problems that must often your own 
mind. Perhaps there School Library where you would give them 

could not make you understand how much pleasure you have 
given without explaining that four years since have been able 
write all, and even yet old and very dear habits life seem 
quite had bad accident from the fall horse, and 
struck head blow from which does not easily recover. know 
that stories are alive the best sense, and going on, pleases 
more than can easily say. always used remind myself that 
great saying Plato:—that the best thing one could for the people 


Newton High School Library has record, this late date, 
the Betty Leicester books which Miss Jewett presumably sent. 


the time writing these letters, SOJ had barely three years live. 
Never robust, she had been very slow recover from critical head and spinal 
injuries which she sustained her birthday, 1902. the other hand, her 


weakened condition belied the vigor the handwriting these two 
letters. 
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State was make them acquainted with each now 
find that these boys and girls really liked know story people, and 
are sure that they have seen others just like them! should like see 
the class—and indeed hope that may some day have the pleasure 
seeing feel delightful sense friendliness and understand- 
ing what wished with the stories your letter. You have 
given these young people real power enjoying what they read— 
one the best the golden gifts teacher can ever give. Believe 
with true regard 


yours sincerely 


Sarah Orne Jewett 


noteworthy that the time Miss Jewett wrote the second 
letter she had altered her impression the children’s remarks 
somewhat. Whereas the May 9th letter she praised the pupils’ 
“uncommon clearness,” and their ability avoid “fumbling with 
words,” she evinced mixed feelings twelve days later, after 
perusing their papers again. She wondered “just what this 
young friend that means, exactly.” She lost some her 
initial admiration for the students’ language ability, conclud- 
ing sadly that “young friends” are not different from old 


ones after all, using words “without thinking exactly what 
they mean.” 


May 1906 
South Berwick, Maine 
dear Mr. Thurber 


have kept these compositions longer than meant keep them, 
but wished read them again. found that had read [sic] pencil 
hand first, and was just meaning rub out comments, when 
thought that they were the things should have said had been 
speaking together about these young friends! So, when you see them 


please rub out with good efficient bit india-rubber all that should 
rubbed out, for me! 


The compositions are really interesting—it delightful find 
phrase right from the young heart and brain that begins work out 
its own problems. One longs know just what this young friend 
that means, exactly, ‘humorous’ often young 


another letter quoting this “saying Plato,” see Richard Cary 
(ed.), Sarah Orne Jewett Letters (Waterville, Maine, 1956), 64. The let- 
ter Frederick Hopkins formulates important expression her 


role writer. Part the 1893 preface Deephaven refines this state- 
ment her mission, citing Plato again. 


Boyden wrote that did not remember that Miss Jewett ever 
visited the high school. Mrs. Thurber almost sure that she did and 
that Mr. Thurber did not visit South Berwick. 
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i 


Colby Library Quarterly 


friends (like old ones!) use words without thinking exactly what they 
mean. for class definitions and derivations!—then 
might not use could only mean find faults. 

But must not write thank you again for true 
pleasure, and beg you believe 


yours sincerely 
Jewett 


Miss Jewett’s plea “for class definitions and derivations” 
may well have caused Thurber alter some his subsequent 
lesson plans. The letters and the red-penciled advice the 
noted author made his little experiment memorable experience 
for all concerned. 


Miss Jewett’s physician had advised her curtail her extensive and 
burdensome correspondence. 


JEWETT’S COUSINS CHARLES AND CHARLIE 
RICHARD CARY 


the Spring the year 1638, the substantial age 53, 

Edward Gilman Hingham, England, set sail the ship 
Diligent with harried company 133 religious zealots for the 
far but beckoning shores America. board were his wife, 
three sons, two daughters and three servants. After racking 
voyage fourteen weeks which claimed the lives core 
the pilgrims, they disembarked Boston and the Gilmans 
proceeded the slight plantation Hingham. Here, Edward 
the Emigrant (as came called his descendants) es- 
tablished the Gilman dynasty which was pervade the eco- 
nomic, civic and military life half dozen pioneer colonies. 
1652 had shifted Exeter, New Hampshire, and had 
acquired many lucrative grants and properties. 


This Exeter branch the family prevailing interest 
respect Sarah Orne Jewett. was prosperous and pro- 
lific, redundant with judges, governors and tycoons, prominent 
every phase community activity, especially during the 
period when Exeter was capital the state. Throughout the 
Revolutionary ado, committee public safety corps 
volunteers was without Gilman its roster. Bulging with 
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pelf and public spirit, the New Hampshire Gilmans lived pith- 
ily and graciously the early epochs American efflorescence. 
With the advent the 19th century, syndrome migration 
and relaxation made its appearance. Exeter had lost its 
cal importance, had evolved into somewhat somnolent acad- 
emy town, renowned for provincial charm and gigantesque 
elms. Those Gilmans who did not disperse Maine, Vermont, 
New York, Ohio, Connecticut Canada, settled back Exe- 
ter, content for the most part live their acres and use- 
ful citizens.” Among the latter-day constituents who perse- 
vered the dynamic tradition the colonial Gilmans was 
merchant, manufacturer, farmer, soldier and man 
affairs, who followed the mercantile trade Philadelphia 
briefly after his marriage but returned spin out the remainder 
his career Exeter. was his sister Abigail who linked the 
Gilmans directly the Jewetts. Abigail married Dr. William 
Perry Exeter; their first child, Caroline Frances, married her 
father’s erstwhile assistant Dr. Theodore Jewett South 
Berwick, Maine; their second daughter they named Sarah Orne. 


view Miss Jewett’s cognate connection with this notable 
and numerous clan, remarkable how little has been writ- 
ten her association with its contemporaneous members. 
Francis Matthiessen, author the only biography (Boston, 
1929), limits himself two fugitive phrases. Annie Adams 
Fields, editor the basic Letters (Boston, 1911), offers 
notice their existence. Frances Dudley’s excellent 
reminiscence, The Mid-Century Exeter (Exeter, 1943), 
while citing the potency the Gilmans the community, 
assertedly engrossed with the Perry line. The presence Bow- 
doin College sixteen letters Miss Jewett her Bruns- 
wick however, rescues this relationship from the limbo 
toward which was headed and permits partial recreation 
yet another facet Miss Jewett’s amiable mode vie. Eleven 
the letters are addressed the distaff side and will sub- 
ject subsequent essay. Five were written father and 


son Gilman, both baptized Charles, and with these are here 
concerned. 


birth and death records all relevant persons are the genealogi- 
cal chart page 50. 


Made available through the courtesy Mr. Kenneth Boyer, Librarian. 
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Miss Jewett’s disconcerting habit fragmentary dating 
leaves the matter open further proof (for the letter may well 
have been written son Charles Ashburton around 1903- 
1904), but there are reasons believe that the following 
letter was dispatched the Honorable Charles Jervis Gilman, 
paterfamilias the Brunswick enclave, sometime 
1890s. Its salutation distinguished from the other four 
its formal tone; its context, though sportive phrase two, 
sticks business and lacks the prattling quality those di- 
rected “Dear Charlie;’ and its unqualified reference 
“Cousin Alice” instead “your mother,” persuade one 
the opinion that she was addressing relative twenty-five years 
her senior, not confidant decade either in- 
stance, conclusions character are nonetheless valid. 


148 Charles Street 
Boston March 


Dear Cousin Charles 


Will you please have case good sized jug water sent 
Mrs. Joseph Cabot* 
Beacon St. 

Boston 
soon possible, marked from the Paradise Spring—perhaps the bot- 
tles would best they are marked. found friend quite ready 
try she had not been quite satisfied with her Poland Water 
will give her circular next time see her you will just 
send the water. have told her how much liked and that the spring 
cousins’ land that know about it, but have not made 
any personal matter the business because she likes feel free, and 
not disappoint her friends she decides against thing. have 
known her give having pictures and things sent because that 
reason and she was afraid she like them—so have been 
dreadfully impersonal about the Paradise Spring Company, only praising 
the water with loud voice! you aren’t quite ready speak the 
agency perhaps she likes you could send the water right from 
Brunswick only sending her the circular when you are ready have her 
order town. She would use good deal and hope influence some 


the death Charles Jervis, Miss Jewett wrote note con- 
dolence Mrs. Gilman, referring him Charles,” and 
Charles Ashburton She used similar nomenclature several 
letters before and after this. 


4Susan Burley Cabot (1822-1907) was the widow former mayor 
Salem, 1845-48. Though considerably older than Miss Jewett, she was one 
her most spirited companions. See the Fields and Cary editions 
Jewett 
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others. sure shall all can. And forgive for writing 
such haste. 


Yours affectionately 


Jewett 
Love Cousin Alice 


Charles Jervis was born Exeter and became early accus- 
tomed the assured, affluent ways family living the 
amassed capital the past. Removed from any incentive 
competition, his six brothers and sisters passed their time 
travel and amenities, only one entering profession and none 
marrying. this atmosphere genteel erosion, Cousin 
Charles reacted with something like vigor. read for the law 
and was admitted practice Rockingham County, New 
Hampshire. later made two attempts secure the M.D. 
degree but both were abortive. 1850 married Alice 
Dunlap, granddaughter Bowdoin’s first president, Joseph Mc- 
Keen, and heiress. Though lawyer prominence now 
Exeter, moved into the elaborate mansion his wife had 
inherited and set lavish housekeeping Brunswick. 
slid without friction into the role squire, listing his occupa- 
tion raising prime crops, cattle and poul- 
his own assets then started his wife’s, with the inevitable 
result progressively depleting income. But the style opera- 
tion and entertainment remained conspicuously grand. 

Another aspect his outreaching personality kept him con- 
stantly the public eye. Devoted “enterprises having the 
development his adopted state view,” continued the 
vein which had led him office the 1851 New Hampshire 
legislature. 1854 represented Brunswick the state 
legislature, and 1856 was elected the 35th Congress, 
declining renomination the expiration his term. For years 
was member the Whig State Committee Maine, and 
1860 delegate the first national Republican Convention 
Chicago which nominated Abraham Lincoln for President. 


took high pride excelling local fairs. Miss Jewett’s eagerness 
read about “the premiums” (see her letter October 16, 1877, below) 
was thoroughly rewarded. the annual Sagadahoc County Fair, 
held the week previous, Charles Jervis exhibited most the major 
classes, winning two first prizes the cow and heifer contests, first and 
second prize for full-blooded sheep, and second prize poultry for his 
Plymouth Rock (Brunswick October 19, 1877). 
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had imposing platform manner and spoke willingly holi- 
day occasions and the frequent fairs. 


Paradise Spring may reckoned one among Charles 
Jervis’ dreams restored glory the dwindling times his 
later years. The spring ran through tract originally granted 
the Dunlap family Land Deed bearing the seal George 
England. Situated the road Bath about mile from 
Brunswick, and flanked the Androscoggin River, rose 
alcove dense ferns and evergreens surrounded three 
sides steep banks and approached winding path. 
romantic haven any criterion, was long the favored tryst 
young lovers, the mystic Chimborazo boy explorers, and 
the locus uncounted student shenanigans. this sylvan 
isle, Hawthorne, Longfellow, and many lesser prodigy came 
for refreshment and meditation. And the crowded annals 
tributary verse, this was “one the few springs outside 
ancient Greece ever specifically celebrated Phi Beta Kappa 

But these were not the thoughts uppermost Gilman’s mind 
when contemplated Paradise Spring. was aware that 
drained more than three thousand acres, that had larger 
flow water than any other spring the vicinity, and that 
filtered through some fifty feet clear fine sand before 
emerged the outlet. And savored the knowledge that 
had been analyzed college chemists and proclaimed the 
purest water they had ever found. should bottle and 
market the water could realize fortune. There was 
public water system Brunswick; could start there, fanning 
out afterward. Plausible the face it, the plan was put 
into effect time and again, but always without profit. Throb- 
bing with energy and ingenuity, Charles Jervis was wanting 
the kind commercial acumen and stability that could have 
made the venture practical success. Besides, tilted against 
some massive dragons. For one, the townspeople affected 
cavalier attitude toward the rights domain. wells 
ran dry, became contaminated;” wrote William Wheeler 
Brunswick “then, with wagon-load jugs 
and bottles, we’d Paradise for supply.” And there was, 


Edward Kirkland, Brunswick’s Golden Age, (Lewiston, Me., 1941), 23. 
Gorham, Me., 1944; 13. 


a 
q 
x 
> 


Colby Library Quarterly 


boot, that frightfully popular Poland Spring Water which had 
gained strong grip the loyalty habitual users. 
ically, Miss Jewett was one these, visiting the resort period- 
ically quest its vaunted therapy. 


Charles tried and Charles failed. This might almost 
adopted motto his life. That tried evidence the 
long-lived assiduity his rugged forebears; that failed 
reflection the later patrician drift which undermined the 
gritty foundation. Hard enough enter the lists, was too 
soft survive the jousting. country-gentleman upbring- 
ing, could not master the strategies urban business. 
Sarah Orne Jewett must have appeared symbol the 
vanishing vitality New England which 
epitomized shipless wharves and garrulous captains. the 
truculently changing world the departing century, she must 
often have felt tug the heart, sitting amid the doomed 
elegance deteriorating mansion, watching the last ineffec- 
tual spurts desperate aristocracy. The pathos the situa- 
tion must have struck her: this cousin who had been the 
first water now hopelessly engaged peddling water. 


The tragedy diminution was accelerated the offspring 
Charles Jervis. The only one seven children marry, 
bore four children,* which only one was marry and bear 
children. Charles Ashburton Gilman, his namesake, 
Miss Jewett wrote letters variously saluting him “My dear 
Charlie,” “Dear Charlie,” and “My dear Charley.” Ranging 
from May 1877 May 14, 1878, they teem with news, 
names, breathless chatter and pious counsel. Miss Jewett was 
unabashedly fond Charlie, treating him turn treas- 
ured relative, intimate ally, and small, bright boy. 
The letter May 1877, for example, speaks her excur- 
sion the Portsmouth home her friend Georgina Hallibur- 
ton, their picnic Newcastle uncertain weather, din- 
ner before big fireplace Mr. Haven’s house, and walk 
along the rocks and beach. Thereafter she hopes had 
good time Boston, tells finishing survey Sunday- 
school books, passes along greetings three mutual friends, 
regrets that have been busy and there was not very much 
news,” signs off “sincerely affly—Sarah.” (After going 


See genealogical chart, page 50. 
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even breezier pace her note May 14, 1878, she naively 
effuses: have much tell about and not nearly 
talked out yet 


the four letters hand, however, this the most provoc- 
ative and typical: 


South Berwick 
October 1877 


Dear Charlie 


have been meaning write you ever since came home 
but have not found time. went Boston the second morning after 
left Brunswick and bought the chestnut horse which like very 
much. Mary® says she likes better than the others she saw, and 
far, every thing seems right about it. dont know that ever saw 
prettier creature—she’s thoroughbred and was great piece 
good-luck that Mr. Chamberlain happened get her. found out all 
about her, and who had owned her &c. She knows already and 
follows all round after apples and sugar. just wish you were here 
and could out see her for yourself. think shall enjoy her ever 


did have such good time Boston. went see Mr. Os- 
and did some other errands and then went the Gordons, 
where found that Ellen and several other friends mine 
were town from Newport and were all Ellen’s. You can guess that 
whisked and that was persuaded send telegram home and 
stay overnight. stayed with Grace but spent the evening with 
the other girls and had jolly time. wish you had been with us! 
went see Heller the magician and you never saw such things 
did! hurried home the next day noon for thought that 


Mary Rice Jewett, elder sister. 


Miss Jewett’s enthusiasm for horseflesh had long history, beginning 
with her childhood admiration for the horses that drew her father’s 
buggy his rounds backwoods and seacoast patients. soon she was 
old enough she instituted regular afternoon drives, leading association 
with lengthy series spanking equines. She even spoke driving from 
South Berwick Boston, but there record that she ever consummated 
this intention. And somehow portentous that her death was brought 
about indirectly beloved horse who unseated her moment clumsi- 
ness panic. 

week before (October 10, 1877) she had written Charlie’s mother: 
“As for the horse sorry say not here yet have 
wait another day wish Charlie was here for owe him some splendid 
drives and shouldn’t mind paying Seven months later (May 
14, 1878) she reported Charlie: “My horse goes splendidly and have 
had some splendid long rides after finish writing the afternoon.” 

James Ripley Osgood, the Boston publisher who brought out her first 
book, Deephaven, that year. 

Miss Jewett was the frequent guest Mrs. Katherine Parker Gordon 


and her daughter Grace Walnut Street Boston, and the sisters Ellen 
and Ida Mason Beacon Hill and Newport. 
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Miss was coming but found she was obliged put off 
until week later, and that neither Mrs. Ellis nor Mrs. Furber 
could come soon had planned, and that even the dressmaker 
belated! are alone this week after all, but find good 
eal do. 


Yesterday went York with get the old chair told 
you about, and had very nice time. ‘took’ our dinner and went 
over Cape Neddick exploring the pastures and one place 
drove over stone wall! had General the little open buggy, 
and the wall had fallen down considerably just there! should like 
take you where went, some day. was not quite wild 
Orr’s Island but was wild enough. York such nice old place— 
mean down again for the day, before cold weather. hope 
you will ‘happen along’ soon. 


was too bad there was much rainy weather ‘fair time’ 
but hope didn’t hinder all the pleasure and that you had end 
fun. thought you ever much while was Boston. long 
see the Telegraph hear about the 


did have such nice time Brunswick. remember every 
day, and especially Orr’s Island—and you will not surprised hear 
that have been reading “the Pearl” over again refresh 


the way Charlie did you ever read book called “Tom 
Brown Rugby”? one the books like best, and think 
you would. Perhaps you wont like the first chapter very well, but 
you get “Tom” started school, and see you dont read all the rest! 
dont know jollier better wish could spend this 
afternoon your house. give love all the family. sup- 
pose Cousin Alice got letter but want say again what good 
time had and how kind you all were. Now write soon 
you can and remember you are coming see us. 


Yours lovingly Sarah. 


Harriet Waters Preston, translator, critic and novelist, who roused Miss 
interest the poetry Matthew Arnold. 


Trusted handy man the Jewett household for many years. 


15In point fact the opening day the Sagadahoc County Fair 
Topsham was postponed account inclement weather, and attendance 
the following morning was disappointingly slim. For “the premiums,” 
see footnote 


Island off the Maine coast, some twelve miles south Bruns- 
wick. Miss Jewett first read Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel The Pearl Orr’s 
Island (Boston, 1862) when she was thirteen fourteen, and number 


occasions print avowed the influence that had her own literary 
career. 


Miss Jewett’s recommendation Thomas Hughes’ popular 1857 novel 
English school life and ‘‘muscular Christianity” line with the ma- 
ternal admonition her letter December 23, 1877: hope you have 
‘Merrie Christmas’ and most happy one too, dear Charlie, and that you 
will try make pleasant day for somebody else. very sure you 
will this, for think you not forget other 
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just had letter from Mrs. asking make her visit 
with Miss Phelps the Wouldn’t nice? but 
very well accept, and friends want again come down New- 
port, which would also very great fun could leave home. 


send these patterns dress got, your you! 


The closing kittenish remark fully demonstrates the density 
affection people could feel for Charlie. There was nothing 
grainy his character: Charles Ashburton was lovable youth 
and lost none this attribute man. Secure under the 
wing his baronial father, was not ambitious for the best 
education, neither did seek profession nor away make 
money the new industries. His gregarious nature inclined 
him toward politics. ardently Republican Charles Jervis, 
was attending member the Town Committee, eventual- 
its chairman; served the County Committee, and carried 
the electoral vote for two such disparate presidential candidates 
Theodore Roosevelt and Alfred Landon. From among his 
vast acquaintance with nationally known Republicans was 
instrumental bringing the best orate rallies, celebra- 
tions, and other public gatherings Brunswick. And was 
his pleasure indulge extensive anecdotage about them 
whatever friends met bank, postoffice, convenient street 
corner. spoke robustly but never with enmity, and there 
was aura gallantry about his every gesture. 

was born the Gilman estate, lived there his whole 
life, and became master due course. too made 
sporadic efforts commercialize Paradise Spring Water, hop- 
ing recoup the diminishing splendor his patrimony, but 
with little reward. Gradually the famed hospitality the 
place shrank family visits and the calls close friends. 
Charlie’s sisters Mary and Elizabeth managed the modest en- 
tertainment while Charlie hovered about, dispeasing small talk 
and good nature. 


The fire him, banked several generations unchal- 
lenged ease, flared after had passed his fifty-fifth birth- 
day. May 1914, the Brunswick Record an- 
nounced that Charles Ashburton Gilman had filed intentions 


Wife William Claflin, one-time Governor Massachusetts. 


Elizabeth Stuart Phelps [later Ward], writer religious stories touched 
with best known for The Gates Ajar (1868). 
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marriage the Town Clerk’s office. June 12th reported 
that the wedding had taken place Richmond, Virginia, 
Wednesday, June 3rd, and that the Gilmans would home 
after the 15th June Brunswick. Charlie had been in- 
curably smitten Miss Martha Brown Ellison four years be- 
fore the wedding her brother Elinor Dunlap, which was 
held the Gilman home. The new Mrs. Gilman proved at- 
tractive and verveful; with her coming, the old house expe- 
rienced recrudescence its former animation. Once more 
there were parties and receptions, lights and laughter rival 
the festivities era gone by. 


his waning days Charlie remained communal favorite. 
the years mounted, restricted his appearances downtown 
shopping trips—a figure familiar all Brunswick 
trudged from store store, market basket his arm, cheer- 
ful quip his lips. One August night 1938 died quietly 
his sleep, appropriately the Gilman mansion the head 
Gilman Avenue, last the male 


Miss Jewett did not live see Charlie’s marriage and social 
renaissance. the end, she knew him the happy-go-lucky, 
chartless scion great but narrowing family. She had un- 
happily noted the slackening sinew that occurred throughout 
New England the sailing ship foundered and the machine 
grimly pre-empted its position. With infinite regret she de- 
plored the calamity once resistant stock gone soft through 
excess comfort and congenital inadequacy meet new condi- 
tions. She respected one and loved the other, but, inescapably, 
cousins Charles and Charlie must have appealed her 
salient cases 


forced Charlie’s only brother, David Dunlap, retire from his 
position paymaster the Cabot mill invalid thereafter, 
seemed the younger generation relatives shadow the background 
the cavernous house, where died eight years later. 


For their generosity with firsthand information about the Gilman family 


grateful Mrs. Frances Shepard, Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, Mr. 
Samuel Forsaith, and Mr. William Farrar. 
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JEWETT DESIDERATA 


the Colby College Press publication Sarah Orne 
Jewett Letters November 1956, our accession Jewett 
materials has slowed pallid trickle. Only three her let- 
ters—addressed respectively Lilla Cabot Perry, Mary Daven- 
port Claflin, and “Dear been added our hold- 
ings. One might better say “notes,” for none extensive 
significant enough print, except might become part 
larger sequence explanatory some hitherto unrevealed 
activity Miss Jewett. 


are fortunately possession complete set her 
first editions but our collection has room for considerable en- 
hancement. Toward this end, would welcomie the aid 
our friends securing items this nature: 


Manuscripts published unpublished work. 
Holograph letters. 


Letters her family friends, editors other 
writers referring her. 


Copies her work (books, articles, poems, short 
signed her. 


First appearances her work newspapers and maga- 
zines. 


_6. Newspapers and magazines containing personal inter- 
views, statements, news items, reviews her work. 


One the best kept secrets Miss Jewett’s open-book life 
that she was christened Theodora Sarah Orne (Theodora 
after her paternal grandfather, Theodore Furber Jewett; Sarah 
Orne after one his four wives). Possibly terrified the 
prospect being nicknamed Teddy (she preferred “Pinny”), 
she early discarded her initial name, was always “Sallie” 
her family and chums. 


a 


Editor’s Epilogue 


Who’s Who: John Eldridge Frost old hand Jewett 
research, having garnered Ph.D. New York University 
with dissertation that lady’s life and works. native 
Maine, Phi Beta Kappa graduate the state uni- 
versity, and holds additional degrees from Berkeley Divinity 
School, University New Hampshire and Columbia. Cur- 
rently Librarian the University Heights Library NYU, 
has published three books and editor the Society for 
the Libraries Bulletin, NYU. 


George Nye teaches English the Newton (Mass.) 
High School. earned B.A. from the University New 
Hampshire (with Phi Kappa Phi) and Master Education 
degree from Boston University, where continuing to- 
ward the doctorate and contemplating thesis SOJ. 


Psychic: you are one the consecrated fraternity who 
has pursued elusive data down innumerable rabbit holes with- 
out the slightest success, you will understand and nod sagely 
what follows. you are not, you will simply have take 
faith that there exists subliminal genie who leads hapless 
researchers their data adventitiously and then sets off 
extra-sensory warning its proximity. Call intuition, fate 
fool’s luck, call whatever you choose, somehow the re- 
searcher knows that the facts are hand. Take Dr. Frost’s 
story his difficulty with some items about SOJ’s friend, Ellen 
Mason; months digging without avail. Sitting his pew 
after Christmas service, spied spry elderly matron 
dressed black. From rational basis, occurred him 
heavenly sesame!) that she must have known Miss Mason. 
Pointblank asked her, and pointblank the answer came: 
“Certainly!” Delivered unto him thereto were the details 
had painfully and fruitlessly sought through accepted scho- 
procedures. did not question his good fortune. 
new. 

And let skeptic deny that mesmerism plays its part 
these hypernatural encounters. was not until hours after 
had parted from his opportune informant that Dr. Frost real- 
ized neither nor she had thought introduce each other. 
(Does some nights lie awake wondering she were real?) 


COLBY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES 
Founded 1935 


The object this organization increase the resources the 
Colby College Library securing gifts and providing funds for the 
purchase books, manuscripts, and other materials which the Library 
could not otherwise acquire. 


Membership open anyone annual subscription five dol- 
lars more (undergraduates, fifty cents; graduates the College dur- 
ing the first five years after graduation, one dollar), equivalent 
gift books other materials needed the Library. Members are 
invited renew their memberships without special reminder any 
date after July the beginning the fiscal year. 


All members receive copies the QUARTERLY and 


notification the meetings the society. 
Officers for 1959-1960 are: 
Founder: Frederick Pottle, Yale University. 
President: Alfred Chapman. 
Vice-President: Archibald Allen. 
Student Vice-Presidents: Charlotte Purnell, Daniel Hodges, 
Secretary-Treasurer: John McKenna. 


Committee Book Purchases: Arra Garab (term expires 1960); 
Archille Biron (term expires 1961); and (ex officiis) the President, 
the Vice-President, and the Secretary. 


Curator Rare Books and Manuscripts: Richard Cary. 
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